
Reclaiming Jesus: A NEW RABBI
Message Summary: Jesus was a new rabbi that came with a new teaching calling a new kind 
of disciple.
 
Engaging the Word: After hearing the sermon you have probably been dying to answer the 
question, "What is your favorite cover song?" Maybe it is one you have heard on the radio or 
maybe it is just your cover version of a song that you like to sing in the car or in the 
shower.
 
What are some things that stood out to you in the sermon? Things you specifically related 
to? Things you didn't understand? Any new insight you are taking away? 
 
Read Matthew 5:17-20: 

1. In 5:17, Jesus says He has come, "not to abolish them (law and prophets) but to 
fulfill them" (NIV). What did Jesus mean by this? Why would this statement have been 
shocking to Jesus' audience? 
2. What is Jesus talking about when he says for your righteousness should surpass 
the righteousness of the Pharisees and teachers of the law? How is this possible?

Read  Matthew 5:21-48
1. In Matthew 5 you see several times that Jesus says, "You have heard it said… but I 
say…".  What is the distinction that Jesus makes? Why is this important?
2. Why do you think Jesus gave this new teaching? What was incomplete with the 
teaching of the other Rabbis that Jesus needed to update it?

 
Engaging the Heart: 

1. As Jesus calls us to become like Him, think about and discuss some of the 
characteristics of Jesus that we should see developing in our lives. (Ex. Love, justice, 
compassion…) Why are these appealing characteristics for us to have in our lives?
2. What are some practical things we can do to help us become more like our 
rabbi Jesus?
3. What does it mean to you that Jesus calls YOU to become like Him and believes in you? 

 
Engaging our WorlD: Jesus was a new kind of rabbi calling a new kind of disciple. While 
other rabbis of the time called the best and brightest to follow them Jesus called the 
common, the ordinary, the "not good enoughs" - people like us. Spend some time this week and 
reflect on what it means that Rabbi Jesus has called YOU to follow Him.  Think about what it 
means to be a disciple that not only wants to know what his/her rabbi knows, but to become 
like Him. 
As you close in prayer pray for each other to become more and more like Jesus. 
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